Dear Hoeer„ 2020/yi 

I started to say on the other 3lde, I did not even go out for the i tills 
motniny beoause after a number of interruptions I'd juat been a£>le to return to what I'm 
trying to write, afer correcting a couple of pages and writing a short insert and with a 
natural break got the mail. When I saw the thickness of your letter * oponed it immediately. 
When I read your second sentence I decided to respond as soon aa I could mid after reading 
the rest of it am lathing eveyrtbing else^ go for now. 

I'm concerned because you- "down" has lasted too long, Hot to have felt down would 
have been abnormal. x t would have been sick. But it should not linger. You should be over 
dt, should have some time ago. Oet.it off you r .back! ?hare is nothing you can do now, if 
every, and it should not interfere with your life in any way, 

/ i ou misunderstood my Garrison intentions b.*t we'll lot that go for now, 

t»hip did try and did not succeed, "?"his does not mean he uoii^t continue trying, 

I tfead using a highlighter because I can't trust ray memory now. There is some 
redundancy so I'll try not to be repel tious, 

One of my concerns is that you ioay have an exa* aerated opinion of Sylvia's know- 
ledge of the case. Hers, asside from the dr ek , "^^Twas 3*ot its day absolutely groat* 

dut so much has cone to light of wliioh die had no glimmer tliat you can only bo living i n 
the past when you say, ocrrectly for its tine, "she forgot /Jore than most people will 
ever know,” -4n and of itsell tills is true but it is not wi“h reppect to what can bo known 
today that she did not know, fills is not in any sense zo detract in any way from her 


truly magnificent work* I r m asking you to adttress your state of mind and whether you are 
being influenced by the groat affection you had for her. For which you are both lucjy. 

I felt, as you soy, hers "was baseially a very unlmppy" life, which I substitute 
for "woman, 11 She was never very intimate with me about her personal life or relatives but 
the lirst or second time v*e were together sh ie told me tlmt iioagher had not wanted, to marry 
her for sone time mid did not live long after he did* mi I correct in tiii; iking he, had a 
driihd.ng problem? She never mentioned any mm/ othe/rthan liirn as of any interest to her, 

I think it ig abnotamllhat as of tne uast time X saw her tliat X recall, she was still 

dressing hi black, ± never saw her in any dress of any other color. 

Hour anger, p, 3, the other side of tills that I've heard ia thai, not to reac-, as 


you did is what is really annormal. But it should not la t forever, 

at several points you raise t-iuestio/^ about, on this page "a mental disease or 
defect." I tiu>pk, on tlie little I know, either is mi exaggeration. X tliink it likely that 
she was, as you say later, as I now an, tired, Uy reaction is to work, Mar's was the oppo- 
site, 1 suppose both are normal* 0 n ly one reflects a laS^ of interest or more, 

I think that nowenstein is not the only thing she "blew out of proportion," That 
also is uot^^ibrmal or unusual* 

"by-iind- large coiapti^ent^ means uhat?/{*£he tori cal, don t answer.) I don^t think I ever 
had any reason to be 1:, eve otherwise, Jut this does not Lie*ai she was not subject to in- 
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fuence, external , as fro n relative or friends, and internal, which can cone from almost 
anythiiig, including passions, mi s understandings , etc. 

From the little I^now, as I tliink 1 said, ± felt tliat she’d changed when slie was 
hospitalized, as I think ^Jbrry told me, a^ter being taken off diet pills, 

Mn the "clinical reports" (5) I think one owes tliis to friemds. 
ihero arc a number of peaces where you ref er to the preservation of hef archive 
intact* X sure hope it still happens! jukI to ^ood and uy interest in having it there, It 
was not in aij ^cn@e selfish* It was simply because I bejieve it will have the lag* jest 
collection and that, iu years to corse, it will be more ysed than others and that as a 
res uljf" people who would not go elsewhere to use hers would be attracted to and it 
wou/d it available, at hand, bo to speak. - liad and liave no o^her interest ±H having it 
there and if you think for a minute you^cota to regard tills as unselfish, ]mrticularly 
for the earliest period* 

' ’t/hat you say about ^lvia and her sudden detormi: nation to <all all her debts in, 
particularly when she was "h-irsh" with you, is at the least strange and out of character 
to me. But then for so many years i hud little or no contact with her* 

r fhe Greg 3 tone element troubles me in all aspects. It was the worst possible judge- 
ment on her part to involve him. Uhe should iiave ,ciown better. Jt is close to if not 
irrational and se If jdef eating* She know he knew no tiling about the subject^nd that he had 
other interests tliat meant so much to iiim. It was also to impose on him, very heavily. I 
never heard of her doing that to anyone. 

at several points you^aKilused or I confused you. Greg did not tell me he’d have 
nothing more to do with ^ Ians on, I cautioned liim that A/elanson was staking out a claim 
to own the assassinations ih and tliat M reg should b<£ careful, in effect he was next, iiore 
strongly than yo.\a put it Gred did, reportedly, -say tliat to someone else, a woman he met 
at /Jood, if I recall her n ame correctly, kaohel V/ ether all. i>he was friends enoughjlf to 
go to the funeral and was ^jut out that ikCA^night could not and didnH. But what you say is 
still true, titot is out of keeping with not cht^ging his will. 

I believe your recollection is accurate when you say he told you’d he use the 0. Stone 
mousy on his foundation. But lie told Wrone and me that ho would use it on Sylvia's papers. 

t i 

If he was pushed over thdt thin iihe, you diun t do it. If any tiling did it, we 11 have to 
wait and see if he took that money. I was quite straightforward with him, telling him he 
was being offered money so they’d have the right to misuse Sylvia's name. Gan you imagine 
how he felt if He’d contracted by then? and it is true, I'm certain, Stone needs nothing 
from Sylvia's work for the monster he is builtiing* 

at i&e bottom of 8 you are not talking what I was talking about. Certainly, any one 
has a right to decide whax he or she will do with anytliing owned* I never questioned that. 

not knowing tlmt she had unpublished manuscripts of others I told Greg tint only wliat 

/ 

she indicated shd wanted confidential sliould be regaruej^s tliat. Bdsa wqa not part of the 
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discussion I had wit h (ifera you suy vrlrnt nay be true but I do not recall, tliat I 

continued to persuade £reg to leave the? paperd at ^ood over your objections,} repeat, I 
have no personal interest at all in where lier papers go but 1‘d hate then to be gathe ing 
dj^st in a prestigious place that really doesn't care and wifift spend the tine oY money 
and also when it aaeign^^s people puts the least competent on aoeession^jig paper s.}t does 
happen this way, except with the very important* wjut good would it be for them to stay 
in boxes at ^ale or ^^arvard?) 

the top of 10 you get to what J told ^eg. When he said there was more invol- 
ved thaf/what she had marked confidential he did not say what I said that the rest of 
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us have no right to censor afcwtee-r she my have said^bout us, which is to eenaorf history, 

I also told him that he did not know the subject, that he ought be getting on with liim own 

life (several conversations X tried to persuade him to resume his degree work and ttnee^ 

at least ho indicated agreement; and that he should gtrjr you to give whatever reviewing 

might bo ncesssary* it is on the accessioning, the word he used, that X said that is the 
i 

instotution^s obligation. 


The only tilings I remember regarding as in any viay abnormal about Sylvia is her 
apparent determination not to remarry and the excesses of her passions, particularly of 
hate* I have no reason to believe she was incompetent whon she decided but it is so 
unwise, so much against her interest and declared intentions, it simply is entirely unlike 
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the wise and brilliant woman 1 taew. and, as you say, you can t undo it* 

I think it would be better if you did not let it dominate your present life as much 
as it appears to* 

Xf X forgot above, when X was pressing him to return to his studies and to feet you 
to do whatever was needed on liar papers, ho indicated he agreed and as I recall said he’d 
gije back to mo about tliat soon* Instead in a few days he killed himself* 

iu your files memo of the 13th, X never got the impression from Greg that he was 
Sylvia’s heir* fte gave me the impressio that she had clmrged him with arraning their 
deposit* 

^ou appear to mo to be oppressed by tills, as I friend X encourage you to forgot 


it to 


the degree possible and friendship with her permits. 



